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[ am, | admit, much more interested in what other
poets have written about poetry than in what critics who
are not poets have said about it.
-To Criticize the Critic
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Man is an instrument over which a series of external
and internal impressions are driven, like the alternations
of an over changing wind over an Aeolian lyre, which
move it by their motion to ever changing meoldy. But
there is a principle within the human being, and perp-
haps within all sentient beigns, which acts otherwise
than in a lyre, and produce not melody alone but harmo-
ny, by an internal adjustment of the sounds and motions
thus excited to the impressions which excite them.
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Oh, lift me as a wave, a leaf, a cloud/I fall upon the
thornes of life! | bleed!/../Make me thy lyre, even as
the forest is:/What if my leaves are falling like its own!/
The tumult of thy mighty/harmonies/Will take from both
a deep, autumnal tone. Sweet though in sadness. Be
thou, Spirit fierce,/My spirit! Be thou me, impetuous one!
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Reason is the enumeration of quantities already
known, imagination is the perception of the value of
those quantities both seperately and as a whole. Reason
respect the differences, and imagination the similitudes
of things... Reason is to imagination as the instrument
to the agent, as the body to the spirit, as the shadow to
the substance.
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Drive me dead thoughts over the universe/Like with-
ered leaves to quicken a new birth!/And by the incan-
tation of the verse/Scatter, as from an unextinguished
herath/Ashes as sparks, my words among mankind.
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Language, colour, from and religious and civil hab-
its action are all the instruments and materials of poet-
ry; they may be called poetry by that figure of speech
which considers the effects as a synonymn of the cause.
But poetry in a more restricted sense expresses those
arrangements of language and especially metrical lan-
guage, which are created by that imperial faculty; ... And
this springs from the nature itself of language, which is a

more direct representation of the actions and passions
of our internal being...
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A man cannot say, ‘| will not compose poetry.” The
greatest poet even cannot say it; for the mind in creation
is as a fading coal, which some invisible influence, likd
an inconstant wind, awakens to transitory brightness;
this power arises from within, like the colour of a flower
which fades and changes as it is developed.
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The great secret of moral is love : or a going out
of our nature, and an identification of ourselves with
the beautiful which exists in thought, action or person.
not our own. A man to be greatly good must imagine
intensely and comprehensively; he must put himself in
place of another and of many others; the pains and plea-
sures of his species must become his own.
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What were virtue, love, patriotism, friendship - what
were the scenery of this beautiful universe which we ex-
hibit; what were our consolation on this side of the grave
- and what were our inspirations beyond it if poetry did
not ascend to bring light and fire from those external re-
gions where the owl-winged faculty of calculation dare
not ever soar?
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