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begin, then, with Shakespeare. He was the man who,

of all modern and perhaps ancient poets, had the
large and most comprehensive soul. All the images of
nature were still present to him and he drew them not
laboriously, but luckily; when he describes anything, you
more than see it, you feel it too. Those who accuse him
of wanted learning, give him greater commendation. He
was naturally learned; he needed not the spectacles of
books to read nature; he looked inwards and found her
there... he is always great when some great occasion
is presented to him; no man can say he ever had a fit
subject for his wit, and did not then raise himself as
above the rest of poets.

-Shakespeare and His Contemporaries
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Faith is not built on disquisitions vain/The things
we must believe are few and plain/But since men will
believe more than they need/And every man will make
himself a creed/In doubtful questions/This is the safest
way/To learn that unsuspected ancients say.

-Religio Laici
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