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It will be seen that the characteristic feature of the folk tale is the fact
that it is traditional. It is handed down from one person to another, and
there is no virtue in originality. This tradition may be purely oral. The
tale is heard and is repeated as it is remembered with or without
additions or change made by the new teller. Sometimes the tradition
may be literary, as when a story keeps being told by one another
after another. (Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology and Leg-
end, p. 408).
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