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Manipur occupies a strategic place of great impor-
tance and forms the North-Eastern gateway of India. In
view of that importance, You should constantly bear in
mind the vital fact that Manipur is an integral part of the
Republic of India. All Manipuries, Meiteis and Tribes-
men alike, should therefore think more and more in terms
of their rights and obligations as India first and not merely
as residents of the small state of Manipur People of
other parts of India can no longer be treated and foreign-
ers' and discreminatory treatment against them is nei-
ther possible nor wise. Manipur has a remarkable his-
tory and a glorious tradition of her own. Culturally and
economically, it can make a Substantial contribution to
onr motherland India— in many sphere.-. The physical
features of the land are unique and with some knowl-

edge of Kashmir, & make bold to say that soil, climate,
rainfall and great love of nature, combined with the simple
character of the people and their great love for art, drama
and dance are valuable factors which can, with due at-
tention make Manipur as charming and attractive to the
tourist as Kashmir is.

Intellectually Manipuris are not backward in any case.
A Mauipuri boy, Brajamani Mukherji, stood first in the
Matriculation Examination of the Gauhati University this
year and a hill-boy of Manipur secured the 9th place in
the same examination in order of merit. Another Manipuri
L. Gopal Singh, has made a very promising beginning
as a Gazetted officer in the Manipur Police.

The communist party of Manipur has recently recruited
dacoits and goondas to its ranks and has committed
cowardly crimes. In the interest of Manipur and India the
criminal activities of this gang must he brought to an
end in the shortest space of time.

The 5 items of work which | wish to place before you
as deserving of the highest priority are —

(i) Communications,

(i) Primary Education

(ii) Medical and Veterinary aid in villages,

(iv) Cottage industries, specially the handloom indus-
try and (v) Production of more food.

Dis-unity and faction mean weakness and frittering
away of energy and opportunity. Therefore, think and
act unitedly and your voice cannot fail to be heard.
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