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A story presented as having actually accurred in a previous age, explaining
the cosmological and supernatural traditions of a people, their gods, heroes,
cultural traits, religious beliefs,etc....Thus myths tell of the creation of man,of
animals, ofv landmarks;... Why or how certain natural phenomena came to be,
how and why rituals and ceremonies began and why they contiuue.-Maria
Leach (ed) 1984; 778
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Amusement is, obviously, one of the functions of folklore, and an important
one ;... William R Basecom 1981:55
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@@retmlfEF , A second function of folklore is that which it plays in validating
culture, in justifying its rituals and institutions to those who perform and
observe them.
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A third function of folklore is that which it plays in education, particularly,
but not exclusively, in nonliterate societies. P. 58
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M| AP @A SO 2™fe In the fourth place, folklore fulfills the
important but of ten overlooked function of maintaining conformity to the
accepted patterns of behavior...More than simply serving to validate or justify
institutions, beliefs and attitueds, some forms of folkore are important as
means of applying social prssure and exercising social control.
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